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he Holy Spirit Week is an important feature of the yearly Calendar of Events,
and it provides a spiritual impetus at the start of the year. For 2021 the
theme is “Kingdom Blessings of the New Covenant”. It deals with Christ’s

Sermon on the Mount of Olives, and zeroes in on the Beatitudes.

This year some of the Secretaries and Treasurers of the Conferences and Missions have
been selected to prepare the sermons. Three Sisters are among the eight presenters and
it allows them to showcase their expertise in the Word, which is different from their
treasury skill.
There are blessings in store for all members, whether we are Poor in Spirit, Mourners,
Meek, or Persecuted and Slandered. The messages of Jesus on the mount are timeless
and thoughtful. I pray that we will spend the time with Him as the disciples did, and be
blessed as they were! Be blessed!

Dr. Kern Tobias
PRESIDENT

3

Paul Philbert

Secretary South Caribbean Conference

Pastor Paul Philbert has served the South Caribbean Conference for the past 34 years.
He currently serves as Executive Secretary and Public Affairs and Religious Liberty Director. He is married to the personable Althea Philbert, a Literature Evangelist by profession; they have two adult daughters and three grandchildren.
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Blessing on the Poor in Spirit
Pastor Paul Philbert

Text: “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the
kingdom of Heaven.” Matthew 5:3

A

in stark contrast to the humility and self-abnegation
manifested in Christ, who, though equal with God,
decided to descend and take the form of a servant.

famous section of the American Declaration of Independence reads thus: “We
hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

The apostle Paul in Philippians chapter 3 and verse 3
admonishes, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty
conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves.” Then in verse
5, “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also
in Christ Jesus” (NASB translation). But what mind
or attitude is he referring to? The answer lies in the
word form found in verses 6 through 8.

The history of mankind since Adam and Eve
demonstrates that the great primal sin is independence – independence of God. The vast majority
don’t believe that all men are created, and if they
are, then certainly not equal; hence, human rights
needed a United Nations declaration! If ever there
was a time that it was self-evident that human beings had the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness, it was before Adam and Eve ate the fruit
in disobedience to God. Cain certainly did not share
that view! Indeed it was the woman’s desire of a
greater good, a higher experience than they had, a
blessedness if you will, that led to the sin. The truth
is God had already blessed them (Genesis 1:22).

The word form, from the Greek morphe, refers to the
outward expression one gives to his inner being. It
speaks to that which proceeds from and is truly representative of his inner nature, seen on the outside.
When in cricket for example, the radio commentator
says, “The batsman, Brian Lara’s form was excellent,” he means the expression he gave in action of
his ability to play cricket was excellent. It does not
refer to physical form or shape. So Jesus, being in
the form of God, gave outward expression of his inmost nature – that of the glory and majesty of Deity.
But, He chose to empty Himself (of self). The right
to assert self is the prerogative of God alone, but Jesus demonstrated that humility is not a characteristic
foreign to God, but proceeds from and is truly representative of God’s essence and nature. God as to his
nature is humble.

All virtues are summed up in love, while all vices
are summed up in selfishness. When it comes to the
pursuit of happiness, even man’s perception of happiness is thwarted. Sin has so impacted the mind
that even people professing godliness have to be
warned that one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his/her possessions. This selfishness that
has engulfed humanity, this exaggerated opinion of
self that is called pride, first manifested in Lucifer
who was “lifted up” because of his beauty and status, and wanted to further ascend continues to stand

The history of mankind since Adam and
Eve demonstrates that the great primal sin
is independence – independence of God.
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This brings us to our text: “Blessed are the poor in
spirit for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.” The expressions in Scripture that begin in formulaic fashion with “blessed are” are usually referred to as
macarins or beatitudes, words that carry the idea of
happiness and prosperity. In Matthew’s gospel,
eight of these beatitudes form part of what is generally referred to as Jesus’ sermon on the mount.

poor-spirited people lacking zest – the fearful and
fainthearted, even the coward. Whoever is referred
to in the text, three things stand out in bold relief:

In the former covenant (the Old Testament), the
Lord through Moses promised to set Israel high
above all the nations of the earth (Duet. 28:1, 2)
and highlighted blessing on condition of obedience
(vs 3-4) or curses for disobedience (vs 15-68).

Let`s begin with the Kingdom of Heaven.

1. They are blessed.
2. They are poor in spirit.
3. Theirs is, (not shall be) the kingdom of
heaven.

Luke the physician, sensitive to human needs and
suffering apply the beatitudes more literally, or one
might say more materially than Matthew. Matthew,
writing to the Jews, to highlight the kingdom anticipated, and giving more detail than Luke, goes beyond the literal and materialistic and includes the
spiritual as he portrays a kingdom that completely
overturns the Jewish values and expectations fostered by the Pharisees and cherished by the nation
as a whole.

They would be:
blessed whether in the city or countr y (urban
or rural)
blessed in childbir th, cr op pr oduction, live
stock (comprehensive fertility)
blessed whenever and wher ever they went
blessed with militar y success

There is something about riches that works against
human nature and leaves us with pride. Jesus says it
is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom. On
the other hand the poor and destitute, the dependent
and needy seem to be more disposed to trusting and
being humble.

The curses were the very opposite – infertility of
person and livestock, military defeat, and even captivity (poverty).
In the renewed covenant (New Testament), Jesus,
the Second Moses (Duet. 18:15) went up on the
mountain, sat down (the posture for authoritative
rabbinic teaching) and opened his mouth saying:

So Christ came to preach the Gospel to the poor
(Lk. 4:18; 7:22). But His teachings were about the
Kingdom (Mk. 1:14, 15). It was the gospel or good
news of the Kingdom, preached to the poor. There
is something about the Kingdom and the poor that
cannot be separated in scripture.

blessed are the poor
¨ blessed are those who hunger now
¨ blessed are those who weep
¨ blessed are those who experience alienation and
reproach for Christ’s sake

¨

The word Kingdom (Greek-Basileia) means reign
or rule. God rules over the mighty Universe. However, planet Earth is the one place we understand
where this rule or reign was interrupted. With the
coming of the Christ came the Kingdom. Jesus saw
in His miracles God’s victory over the kingdom of
Satan (Lk. 11:20). He saw in the cures and exorcism He performed, the in-breaking of the reign of
God in the world. He (Jesus) was and still is, the
embodiment of the values of the Kingdom. You
have to come to Him and accept Him so that His
values become yours in order to be part of this
Kingdom.

The woes (curses) included:
woe to the rich
those who are filled
¨ those who laugh
¨

¨

The blessings of the old covenant seem to be the
curses of the new covenant! Is the materialism
promised under the old covenant a curse under the
new?
Our text isn’t saying ‘Blessed are the spiritually
poor’; that would be everyone on the planet. It is
not speaking of the poor of spirit; that would be
6

You must have the disposition of children and
come unto Him (Lk. 1816, 17). The fact that
“the Kingdom is come nigh unto you” (Lk. 10:9,
11) or you are “not far from the Kingdom” (Mk.
12: 34) does not mean that you are safe. One has to
be “altogether” (Acts 26: 29) in the Kingdom.

·

When the Pharisees demanded of Him when the
Kingdom of God should come, His answer was
“the Kingdom of God is not coming with signs to
be observed” (Lk. 17: 20 NASB) but the Kingdom
is “within you” (vs 21 KJV). Bear in mind He is not
saying they were part of the Kingdom, but rather,
they, as well as others, are to look for the Kingdom
of God within themselves, not in outward displays
and supernatural manifestations. It is true however
that the “geographical territory” of the reign of God
relative to this earth is for all intents and purposes
the human heart/mind. We are to be transformed
by the renewing of our minds (Rom. 12: 2). We
must have the mind of Christ Jesus.

·

·
·

The non-poor – people with enough material
wealth to last their lifetime
The transient poor – those in colleges and
universities for example, who don’t have their
own money, but it’s only for a time
The poor – those just below the poverty line
living one day at a time with the basics.
The chronic poor – those in abject poverty.
They have no influence, power or prestige.
They don’t have enough for the basic necessities
of life – food, clothing, shelter. They have
to beg for a living, totally dependent on others.

Poor in spirit describes those who, (like the chronic
poor who have nothing and are totally dependent in
the physical realm), recognize their abject poverty
on the spiritual plane in the realm of the human spirit. The poor in spirit have come to realize that material things are not the avenues to happiness and contentment, but contentment comes when we discover
the insufficiency of these things and recognize they
are vanity. They realize their utter helplessness on
account of sin in their lives and acknowledge their
complete dependence upon God not just for spiritual
needs but also for material needs.

There is a perspective of the Kingdom that must be
borne in mind and that is the proleptic perspective.
This is, taking that which is present and projecting
it into the future to put in perspective. It is making
the present a future reality. According to Matthew
12: 28 the Kingdom is a present reality, while in
Matt. 25: 34 we see that the Kingdom is given
when Jesus comes the second time. It is a present
personal spiritual reality (Rom. 14: 17) and a future
blessing (1Cor.15l 50) – the already and the not yet;
a fulfilment without consummation.
Like a mustard seed sown in the field (Matt. 13: 31,
32) or leaven hid in three pecks of flour (Matt.13:
33), the Kingdom of Heaven began small and as
more and more persons give themselves over to the
rule of God, the Kingdom gets larger and larger until it reaches its consummation (Matt. 25: 31-34).
As for the poor in spirit, the Kingdom is theirs!
But who are the poor in spirit?’
Economists speak of absolute and relative poverty.
There is a poverty line recognised by the United
Nations. Above that line you have the non-poor,
middle class, upper middle class, rich, very rich and
the never poor. Below the poverty line, you have
the poor, very poor and absolute poor. Another way
of saying it is:
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A sober estimate of one’s wretchedness is not possible for the natural man. The Christian too, when he
thinks that he stands, should take heed lest he falls “for the heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, who can know it? Indeed, man
cannot know himself unless and until he gets a vision of God (compare Isaiah 6). There are some
things that “flesh and blood” cannot reveal to us
(Matt.16: 17) and so it doesn’t even make sense to
consult with “flesh and blood” (Gal.1: 16). Spiritual
things are spiritually discerned. It is important to
note that the poor in spirit are not outside the kingdom, and so we are talking about the saved. The
poor in spirit know their condition. They are on the
lowest note in the octave of Beatitude - the foundation stone of the celestial ascent of this happiness.
The closer they get to God is the more undone they
see themselves. They accept this vision, and they go
on to mourn their condition (Matt.5: 4). Knowing
this, it is clear to see that:

have need of nothing. Could it be that their material
prosperity is clouding their vision of spiritual poverty?

Something is wrong when one Christian meets another and demonstrates religious bigotry because
he/she does not belong to his/her group (Luke 9:49,
50).

Our text also says that the poor in spirit is blessed.
The common meaning is happy. But happy today describes a person’s feelings and emotions of wellbeing
and contentment at a particular point in time, whereas
blessed here exclaims a person’s position or standing
in relation to God and His requirements, hence
“spiritually prosperous” is the idea it conveys (cf.
Ps.1: 1; 34: 8;128: 1; Jn.20: 29;James 1: 12; Rev.14:
13).

Something is very wrong when after spending close
to three and a half years with Christ, baptised followers are of the character and disposition to call
down fire from heaven to destroy those who do not
accept Christ (Luke 9: 51-56).
Something is definitely wrong when in the church
one can find those who trust in themselves that they
are righteous and view others with contempt
(Lk.18: 9).

This sermon is about blessings on the poor in spirit.
To appreciate these blessings however, we had to explore what is meant by blessed, poor in spirit and the
kingdom of Heaven. The blessings on the group now
becomes clear. God’s reign in the heart is the greatest blessing. The goal of the Christian is to be filled
with the Spirit. This refers to being under the complete control of the Spirit. He is the one who convicts of sin, righteousness and judgement to come.
He is the one who works in us both to will and to do
of God’s good pleasure. The reign as mediated by
Jesus and executed by the Spirit makes man free
from all alien forces and free for wholeness, personal
as well as social.

It is precisely this Pharisaic notion that closeness to
God and happiness is evidenced by wealth accumulation, status and knowledge that Christ turns on its
head by declaring the nature of true blessedness. A
character based on mere conformity to rules and
outward show is a pretence and will surely fail
when tested.
“Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in
no case enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20). There must be something
more than a form of godliness and the letter of
truth.

Try to imagine a leprous person in the time of Jesus.
He comes to Jesus seeking mercy. Jesus heals Him
and he begins to experience the blessings of the kingdom. These blessings would include but not be limited to:

It is a sad testimony that Laodicea (the remnant
church?) seems not to be willing to accept what the
True Witness is saying about her (Rev3; 14-22).
They need Gold tried in the fire, which we understand to be faith and love combined. But the chief
characteristic of the Kingdom of God is His love
being manifested in the lives of those who accept
by faith Jesus Christ as redeemer.

¨
¨

¨
¨

Laodicea needs white raiment, an allusion to the
righteousness of Christ Jesus. If they do not have
Jesus’ righteousness, whose righteousness do they
have? I recall the Apostle Paul saying that on that
day he doesn’t want to be found having his own
righteousness (Phil.3: 9).

¨
¨
¨
¨
¨

Eyesalve suggests a lack of discernment that only
the Holy Spirit can give. Surely it is clear that it is
the arrogant and self- righteous that would be blind
to their condition and hence conclude that they

His re-integration into society.
Restoration of relationships.
Re-union with wife and children, hugs and kisses
No more isolation and social distancing
Restoration of health
Back to work with associates
Restoration of self-esteem, identity, purpose
The Kingdom is about Righteousness, peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit
It’s about belonging to the universal family of
God.

Laodicea needs white raiment, an allusion
to the righteousness of Christ Jesus.
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It is the same with anyone today. Regardless of
what your past has been, Jesus Christ can make all
things new.
Another blessing would be the blessing of being
poor in spirit. The poor in spirit did not make
themselves that way. This is the result of the work
of the Holy Spirit. Because of our willingness to
grow and become like our lord (a willingness he
worked in us because we positioned ourselves by
exercising the only thing we have in this matterchoice, also a gift), he incrementally reveals to us
our sins and short-comings so we can fling ourselves upon the mercy of God and find help in our
time of need.
Finally the blessing of being blessed. The state of
spiritual well-being and prosperity
O the blessedness of the poor in spirit for theirs is
the Kingdom of Heaven!

“He opened His mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.”—Matthew 5:2, 3.
As something strange and new, these words fall upon the ears of the wondering multitude. Such teaching
is contrary to all they have ever heard from priest or rabbi. They see in it nothing to flatter their pride or
to feed their ambitious hopes. But there is about this new Teacher a power that holds them spellbound.
The sweetness of divine love flows from His very presence as the fragrance from a flower. His words fall
like “rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth.” Psalm 72:6. All feel instinctively that
here is One who reads the secrets of the soul, yet who comes near to them with tender compassion. Their
hearts open to Him, and, as they listen, the Holy Spirit unfolds to them something of the meaning of that
lesson which humanity in all ages so needs to learn. MB 6.1
In the days of Christ the religious leaders of the people felt that they were rich in spiritual treasure. The
prayer of the Pharisee, “God, I thank Thee, that I am not as the rest of men” (Luke 18:11 , R.V.), expressed
the feeling of his class and, to a great degree, of the whole nation. But in the throng that surrounded Jesus there were some who had a sense of their spiritual poverty. When in the miraculous draft of fishes the
divine power of Christ was revealed, Peter fell at the Saviour's feet, exclaiming, “Depart from me; for I am
a sinful man, O Lord” (Luke 5:8); so in the multitude gathered upon the mount there were souls who, in
the presence of His purity, felt that they were “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:17); and they longed for “the grace of God that bringeth salvation” (Titus 2:11). In

these souls, Christ's words of greeting awakened hope; they saw that their lives were under the benediction of God. Continued on page 14
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Kerene Horsford-Nero

Treasurer Tobago Mission

Kerene Horsford-Nero currently serves as the Treasurer of the Tobago Mission of Seventh-day Adventists with 15 years serving in the Caribbean Union Conference. She is
passionate about service in the area of administration and church financial management
systems. Mrs. Horsford-Nero cares deeply about people and uses her energies to help
further the gospel in whatever vineyard she is planted. She is guided by the message
found in Philippians chapter 4. She is inspired daily by her husband Mr. Jervon Nero
and her daughter Jervannah Nero.

Grief never ends but it changes. It is a passage,
not a place to stay. Grief is not a sign of weakness, nor a lack of faith. It is the price of love.
Author Unknown
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Blessings on the Mourners
Sister Kerene Horsford-Nero

H

ave you ever imagined what God’s
Kingdom is like? Walls of jasper, a city
made of pure gold, clear as crystal, precious stones
everywhere- emeralds, sapphire, topaz, to name a
few. This is how Revelation 21:18-21 describes
heaven’s physical attributes. The image in the
mind’s eye is so blindingly beautiful, superbly perfect. It brings immediate peace and at the same time
excitement. Just imagine being there, to experience
the Glory of God and the wonderful display of His
riches laid up for us.

declare the rich reward of the Kingdom reflected
fully in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”
The nature of the new reality of the kingdom is laid
out in the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew chapter 5
reflects a part of a larger whole, but here we see the
declaration of the Kingdom’s manifesto in Matthew
5:3-12.

Wait a minute! Before we get there, let’s hear what
the Son has to say. After all, Hebrews 1:1-3 reminds us that “God who at sundry times and in divers manners spoke in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us
by his Son ....” In the gospel of Matthew, this Son,
Jesus the Christ, our Saviour, gives us an essential
message – the kingdom of God is at hand.

Please also note, before Jesus declared His Kingdom, he first defeated Satan in the battle royal in
Matthew chapter 4. Following His victory over Satan, just like modern victors do, Jesus announces
the manifesto for His Kingdom reign.
In so doing He struck a key of divine thought and
purpose for humanity. The first word that He uttered is blessed. That is God’s wish for humanity;
positivity, goodness. We may interpret the word
blessed as happy. The nature of this blessedness
and happiness is revealed in the verses we call the
beatitudes or as some say, the to-be-attitudes.

Interestingly, the word Kingdom occurs fifty times
in the book of Matthew; thirty-two times as the
“Kingdom of heaven”.
In the Gospel of Matthew, we observe the presentation of three values of the Kingdom:
¨

The proclamation of the fact of the Kingdom

An examination of these will show how revolutionary they are. Jesus' manifesto is brief and its promises are real. Unlike the lengthy manifestos of kings
and prime ministers, this manifesto is revolutionary
and even apparently contradictory. It defies human
logic and understanding, for at first glance, you
cannot conceive and even when you begin to comprehend, the apparent paradoxes make it difficult to
believed.

Christ has established a new order, a new covenant,
a new reality on earth, and the establishment of this
new reality is the only hope for humanity.
¨

The interpretation/meaning of the Kingdom

¨

The administration/methods of the Kingdom

In the final chapters of Matthew, we who believe
are commanded to share with others the securities
of the kingdom with the world. This mandate is to
11

Matthew 5:4 which will be our focus states,
“Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted.” Mourning is a natural human response to
being under pressure and in enduring the experience of loss. Though grief and mourning are not
the same, yet grief is part of the mourning process.
What challenges our understanding in the text is the
casual, and yet unusual way the terms happy and
mourn are laid out side by side in this statement.

mans, Paul boldly states, “But where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound” (Romans 5:20). No
matter how much sin there is or how terrible the
results of sin are, God’s grace is sufficient to deal
with it.
I propose we can (ought to) mourn the loss
of our innocence, our righteousness and our selfrespect. In his August 28, 2020 Adventist Review
Podcast, Grace Notes: Beyond Regret by author
Bill Knott, he says in describing how we feel after
sin overwhelms, "It usually begins with regret, the
uncanny ability to recall and cringe at. And then in
night's small hours when the clock is our companion and our jury, the list of sins remembered grows
unbearably long. There is no prosecutor so cutting
and so close as a human mind turned inward on itself. Angry words or angry deeds; vengeance taken
or vengeance fervently desired – the catalogue of
all the things for which we have asked forgiveness
a hundred times seems endless and unreconciled.”

At first glance, we are tempted to say,
“What level of madness is this?” In the face of
Covid-19 and experiences of 2020, where losses
were great, loved ones died, jobs were lost, incomes reduced, economies depressed, our losses
are innumerable. The sources of pressure are endless. Dare tell me I would be a happy mourner!
How can one mourn and be happy? However, mere
surface thinking is not enough to plumb the depth
of meaning, nor glean the assurance that Jesus
seeks to give mourners in this passage.
Dr. Alan D. Wolfelt, grief counsellor and
author says grief is internal. It refers to our
thoughts and feelings on the inside while mourning
is external. It is grief in action, and the shared, social response to loss, or “grief gone public”, and is
an adaptive and necessary process. This process has
phases. We know the phases of grief and mourning:
Denial, Anger, Negotiation, Depression and finally
Acceptance.

We should weep in repentance over our
sins. Those who mourn over their own sinfulness
will be comforted by the only comfort which can
relieve our distress; the forgiveness of God. Matthew 26:28, the New International Version says,
“This is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
The blessings of the New Covenant!
The sins of others toward us are also impacting on our lives. How often have we mourned
over the pains inflicted on us by others. The people
to whom Jesus was speaking were a people oppressed by Roman domination and oppressions.
Don’t we all know that even today the hurt still
goes as deep when someone murders your daughter, denies you a deserved promotion, or bears false
witness against you? Also, when the behavior of
employers and employees keep you up at night with
tears in your eyes? The Psalmist declares, when he
saw the righteous under pressure and the wicked
prospering, his foot nearly slipped (Psalm 73:2-3).

Mourning is the natural process you go
through to accept a major loss. What Jesus is saying
to the hearers on the Mount, who like us wanted
better and a change of life-failing circumstances, is
that he has a new manifesto of attitudes, and declares that what we consider contradictory is the
new normal for all who wish to secure their entrance into His Kingdom.
The good news is: there is happiness for
mourners, both personal and global; the answer is
God’s grace. The Mourning of Matthew 5:4 moves
beyond our present reality, to the reality of the
Kingdom of Heaven, the blessed hope that God
calls us to. He desires for us to want Him and
Heaven so badly that we would mourn the loss of
our connection with Him. Sin has separated us from
Him. Sin is the ultimate challenge for us. In Ro-

The good news is: there is happiness
for mourners, both personal and
global
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place in the natural world which can be long, sad
and painful, the mourners in the kingdom of God
can find the strange surprise of relief even when the
external situation is not changed.

Indeed Jesus came to save us from our sins and
even the sins of others towards us.
To all of us he declares Matthew 1:21. John the
Baptist heralding Jesus in Matthew 3:2 proclaimed,
“… Repent ye; for the Kingdom of heaven is at
hand…”

This happens because the internal reality is
changed. My sins are forgiven, and I am no longer
alone. The Comforter is with me. I am in his presence. I find myself with a joy that the world did not
give me, and the world cannot take away. This
brings me to my final word – Blessed.

Just as we grieve and go through the process of
mourning the loss of someone valuable to us or the
loss of something that we cherished, we have to
mourn the loss of connection with God because of
sin. God wants us to have that blessed assurance,
the comfort that true repentance gives, forsaking
fleshly desires to receive his grace of forgiveness.
Truly, to get to that place of being comforted, we
have to go through the mourning processes. But the
attitude has to be one of the happy ones, to the “be
happy attitudes”. I propose the following to help in
our attitude transformation.

Blessed. The English word happy does not fully
capture the meaning of the biblical word blessed.
For example, when we read the words in Psalm 1,
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel
of the ungodly…” it really means, “O the happiness
many times over that is experienced by the man
who….” Brothers and Sisters, the blessed mourner
is the one who stands a sinner, yet at the same time
justified. These are people who mourn about where
they have been and at the same time rejoice about
where they are now in Christ Jesus. They may
have a lot of reasons to want to hide their face, but
they rejoice as happy recipients of God’s amazing
grace.

The first Step is acknowledgment. Recognize that
we are sinners. “All have sinned and come short of
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).
The second step in this process is confession. 1
John 1:9 tells us, if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Such mourners know that they will still be affected
by the things of this world, but they know that they
are already citizens in the Kingdom of their Lord.
And in this Kingdom of God’s grace they could be
happy many times over. When they think of what
God saved them from; when they think of what He
is today and every day saving them from; and then
ultimately what they shall be saved from; that is
happiness many times over.

The third step is forsaking sin. 1John 3:6 says,
“Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever
sinneth hath not seen him, neither know him.” Repent therefore; it means to turn around.
The fourth step is to lean on divine arms. Psalm
46:1 encourages, “God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble. We cannot do it on our
own; we can run to God who is waiting with open
arms. Philippians 3:13 says, “It is God that works
in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”

It won’t be long before the Kingdom of Grace gives
way to the Kingdom of Glory, then all our tears
shall forever be wiped away as it is described in
Revelation chapter 21. That will be a time of no
more sickness, no more pains, no more abuses of
any kind, no more oppression on any level, no more
fighting over the mattering of black lives or all
lives matter, no race issues, no famines, no more
Covid-19 and other pandemics, and all that made us
mourn would have finally been taken away.

The scriptures warn us Christians to maintain a repentant heart, routinely acknowledging sin and calling upon God’s grace and mercy. David’s experience, yearning after God, provides a good example
for us when he cries out, “Create in me a clean
hear, O God; and renew a right spirit within
me” (Psalm 51:10). Unlike the mourning that takes

This side of Jordan tears may come to
my eyes, but this Happy Mourner can
sing.

...to get to that place of being comforted,
we have to go through the mourning processes.
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My heart can sing when I pause to remember
A heartache here is but a stepping stone
Along a trail that's winding always upward,
This troubled world is not my final home.

THOUGHTS FROM THE
MOUNT OF BLESSING

Chorus
But until then my heart will go on singing,
Until then with joy I'll carry on,
Until the day my eyes behold the city,
Until the day God calls me home.

Continued from page 9
Jesus had presented the cup of blessing to
those who felt that they were “rich, and increased with goods” (Revelation 3:17), and had
need of nothing, and they had turned with
scorn from the gracious gift. He who feels
whole, who thinks that he is reasonably good,
and is contented with his condition, does not
seek to become a partaker of the grace and
righteousness of Christ. Pride feels no need,
and so it closes the heart against Christ and the
infinite blessings He came to give. There is no
room for Jesus in the heart of such a person.
Those who are rich and honorable in their own
eyes do not ask in faith, and receive the blessing of God. They feel that they are full, therefore they go away empty. Those who know that
they cannot possibly save themselves, or of
themselves do any righteous action, are the
ones who appreciate the help that Christ can
bestow. They are the poor in spirit, whom He
declares to be blessed. MB 7.1

Brothers and Sisters, having sorrowed for our sins
and gone through the process of shedding our sins,
Jesus does not leave us to our own devices. Matthew 5:4 indeed said we shall be comforted. The
Holy Spirit is ready and willing to step in to comfort us. We have the assurance from Jesus, when he
said in John 14.26, “But the Comforter, which is
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you.” Hallelujah! What a wonderful
promise! In and of ourselves we cannot do it; we
have to seek all the help we can get.
The Holy Spirit is given to us to bring to our
memory God’s promises to help when we hit the
rough patches. The Comforter is there convicting us
of our sin daily, calling us to repentance, to an attitude that reflects Christ’s Manifesto. Life goes on;
it is a daily surrender to Christ Jesus on our Kingdom journey.

Whom Christ pardons, He first makes penitent,
and it is the office of the Holy Spirit to convince of sin. Those whose hearts have been
moved by the convicting Spirit of God see that
there is nothing good in themselves. They see
that all they have ever done is mingled with self
and sin. Like the poor publican, they stand afar
off, not daring to lift up so much as their eyes
to heaven, and cry, “God, be merciful to me the
sinner.” Luke 18:13 , R.V., margin. And they
are blessed. There is forgiveness for the penitent; for Christ is “the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world.” John 1:29.
God's promise is: “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”” A
new heart also will I give you.... And I will put
My Spirit within you.” Isaiah 1:18; Ezekiel
36:26, 27.

Oh, I long to be there. Do you? Lord we surrender
to you. Forgive us Father. Cleanse us. Holy Spirit,
guide us. We want to experience the blessings of
your Kingdom. You have shown us how to do it;
we open our hearts to receive you in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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Blessings on the Meek
Sister Sanida K. McKenzie

Text: 1 Samuel 1:1-18
The theme “Kingdom Blessings of the New Covenant” highlights the Beatitudes in Matt. 5:3-12. The
Beatitudes is a part of the Sermon on the Mount,
which contains ethical and religious teachings. The
term “beatitude” is derived from the Latin ‘beati’,
meaning “blessed” or “happy”.

wept, and did not eat.”
Hannah was hurting and the hurt was deep. She
wanted so desperately to be a mother. Like Peninnah:
1. she wanted to hold a baby.
2. put the baby to sleep.
3. sing and play with the baby.

The Beatitudes inform that people are blessed even
in hard times because they will receive eternal life
in heaven when Jesus comes. We are also blessed
now for having noble qualities such as being meek,
merciful, righteous, pure, and peaceable.

Motherhood is a special privilege and a sacred duty.
Think about the role a mother plays in the nurture
and development of a child. The unconditional support she gives to that child throughout life really defines that role.

Tonight we will be focusing on “Blessing on the
Meek” as exemplified in the life of Hannah, one of
the wives of Elkanah, as she demonstrated meekness even during a period of great adversity.

1. She loves her child.
2. She understands her child.
3. She supports her child unreservedly.
As a child grows and matures, the mother’s engagement becomes even more critical.

Among the Bible women that were described as
barren are Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel (Jacob’s wife),
Elizabeth (John the Baptist’s mother), and Hannah
(Samuel’s mother); all of whom later conceived. Many others did not, like Michal (David’s
wife), who remained barren for her entire life. In
the case of Dinah, Miriam and Deborah, the Bible
records no offspring, which suggests they may have
been barren.

We are also blessed now for having noble
qualities such as being meek, merciful,
righteous, pure, and peaceable.
A mother's love is special and unique, her duty is to
raise the child to follow and serve God. When one
becomes a mother, she focuses less on herself and
instead, she is growing more like Jesus – loving sacrificially and teaching the little one to do the same
thing.

Of Hannah, the Bible says in 1 Samuel 1:4-7, “And
when the time was that Elkanah offered, he gave to
Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons and her
daughters, portions: But unto Hannah he gave a
worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but the
LORD had shut up her womb. And her adversary
also provoked her sore, for to make her fret, because the LORD had shut up her womb. And as he
did so year by year, when she went up to the house
of the LORD, so she provoked her; therefore she

It is hard when a woman, a wife, desires a child and
is unable to conceive.
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Please note that in the very first chapter of the first
book of the Bible, the command is given to humankind to be fruitful and multiply (Genesis 1:28).

We turn to prayer because it is the most personal
way to experience God, to encounter Him and to
grow in knowledge of Him. God's desire is for us
to pray “on all occasions with all kinds
of prayers and requests” as shown in Ephesians
6:18.

To add insult to injury, Peninnah, her husband’s
second wife, triumphed in her fruitfulness, yet she
was Hannah's adversary, because, in spite of Hannah’s barrenness, she had the larger portion of the
husband's love. Hannah, extremely upset by the
taunts of her rival, wept from sheer exasperation.
The natural response to someone who taunts you is
to retaliate but Hannah uses the situation to demonstrate an admirable amount of meekness.

Well guess what happened after Hannah prayed?
1 Samuel 1:20, “Wherefore it came to pass, when
the time was come about after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name
Samuel, saying, because I have asked him of the
LORD.”

A google search describes biblical meekness as an
attribute of human nature and behavior, which has
been defined in several ways: righteous, humble,
teachable, patient under suffering, long suffering,
willing to follow gospel teachings, and an attribute
of a true disciple.

Hannah gives her son to God literally, and this
points us toward doing the same.
Another principle in the life of the meek is to show
gratitude to God who has been with us and provided for us in tough times. Hannah promised her future son to God as a priest and she kept her vow.

While research indicates that meekness is probably
the least admired quality in America today, until
now, Jesus, the greatest Person who ever lived was
a meek and lowly man as indicated by the Scripture
in Matthew 11:29. Let us not confuse meekness
with weakness. It is a virtue that draws courage,
strength, conviction, and good disposition from
God, not from self-centered human resources.

To demonstrate the depth of her commitment, she
committed her boy to God with a Nazarite vow. - 1
Samuel 1:11.

The passage goes on to say that in vain Elkanah
tries to give Hannah comfort. However, in this
case, the husband really is not "better than ten
sons," (1 Samuel 1:8) for the joy of motherhood is
quite distinct from that of marital affection, and especially to a Hebrew woman who was barren.
You see, within the economy of Israel, a child, especially a male child, was the guarantee for food,
shelter and security after the death of a husband.
Hannah was desperate and in her desperation, she
went to the temple to pray.
Observe how prayer works in the life of a person
who seeks to cultivate meekness. Prayer is the
power that enables us to go beyond our natural inclinations.
The Bible says in 1 Samuel 1:9 & 10, “So Hannah
rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after
they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat
by a post of the temple of the LORD. And she was
in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD,
and wept sore.”

Hannah gives her son Samuel to the
prophet Eli

Why do we pray?
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According to Jewish tradition, Levite priests served
until the age of 50 (Numbers 4:3). Likewise, a
Nazarite vow lasted for a limited time (Numbers
6:1-21). Nevertheless, Hannah made a commitment that reached far beyond either one. The vow
she made was for all the days of his life.

1 Samuel 2:21, “The LORD did bless Hannah, and
she had three more sons and two daughters. The
boy Samuel grew up in the service of the LORD.”

Tonight God seeks and requires your total commitment to Him.

2. Hannah gave her son to worship God.

How do you show commitment?

I ask you three question:

1.
2.
3.
4.

1. How can you be a mother or a father who trusts
God with your children?

In conclusion, we see that
1. Hannah gave her son to serve God.

3. Hannah gave herself to God.

Attend church regularly.
Read the Bible every day.
Pray to God daily.
Talk to Jesus about your life habitually.

2. How can you be an example to your children, of
a life spent worshiping God?

Have faith before disbelief and love Jesus like a
brother.

3. How can you make a commitment to lead your
children to serve God?

Hannah, after thanking God for the blessing of this
child, kept her word and when the child was
weaned, along with her husband, she took him to
Eli the high priest.

Your relationship with God through Christ fuels
your trust and commitment. My friends, you too
can have that relationship.
Hannah trusted God and because she did, we can
apply Matthew 5:5 to this faithful, God fearing and
humble woman.

1 Samuel 2:11, “Then Elkanah went back home to
Ramah, but the boy Samuel stayed in Shiloh and
served the LORD under the priest Eli.”

Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall
inherit the earth.

Take note, it was her only son at the time but she
gave him in the service of God.
Like Hannah and Elkanah, God gave His only Son.

How many of you will like to join me in cultivating
the spirit of meekness?

The Bible says that God sent His Son because He
loves us.

Please raise your hands!

¨
¨
¨
¨

Let us seek to follow this disposition of courage
and meekness. God bless you!

We are helpless.
We are ungodly.
We are unholy.
We are sinners and enemies of God.

Still he loves us.
John 3:16, declar es “For God loved the world so
much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not die but have eternal
life.”
If this text never moved you before, it should move
you now.
The son of Hannah became God’s mouthpiece in
Israel. Because of this single act from this meek
woman, God opened her womb and she had five
more children. Hallelujah!
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Blessing on the Hungry and Thirsty
MAIN TEXT: Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.”

Jesus here equates one of the elemental human instincts to that of spiritual use. There is in all men a
hunger for food, for love, and for God. Thus, to be
a kingdom dweller one must have an insatiable
hunger and thirst for the things of God. The
world’s food supply can provide food for the 9.7
billion people, but it cannot satisfy the spiritual
hunger that the world needs. The Mississippi, Nile
and the Amazon rivers can refresh one’s body but
cannot quench the spiritual thirst that the world experiences. Men, women, boys and girls go to bed
each night without having their hunger and thirst
satisfied, a hunger and thirst that only God can satisfy.

Dr. Colin Thorne

says, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend
money for that which is not bread? And your labour
for that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your
soul delight itself in fatness.”
The warning here is for the believer not to seek satisfaction in the partaking of junk foods for happiness and growth. Satisfaction and happiness do not
come from having more money, do not come from
credentials, status, or letters behind one’s name,
and do not come from possessions. They come
from a close relationship with God. In the book of
Ecclesiastes 2:26, the Preacher states, “For God
gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who
is good in His sight; but to the sinner He gives the
work of gathering and collecting, that he may give
to him who is good before God. This also is vanity
and grasping for the wind.”

The text reveals a state of starvation or famine in
the land. When the prodigal son was hungry he ate
the food of pigs but when he was starving he went
to his father’s house. When the man at the gate
called Beautiful was begging for money to buy
food it was only when he received healing did he
realize that it was Jesus he needed. The Syrophoenician woman persistently requested healing for her
daughter until Jesus said, “Let the children first be
filled: for it is not meet to take the children’s bread
and cast it to the (little) dogs” or pets (Mark 7:27).
Her response was, “Yea, Lord; even the (little) dogs
under the table eat of the children’s crumbs” (Mark.
7:28). And Jesus cast the demons out of the girl.

This blessedness or happiness transcends the temporal happiness that
comes from the
carnal nature...

To be a kingdom dweller a person must desire
God and the things of God. It is an equitable
exchange. Give up relying on self in trying to satisfy your desire and surrender to God who is the
great Supplier. Give up the carnal nature for the
spiritual nature. Give up being separated from God
and become incarnated with Christ. Isaiah 55:1, 2
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There are few who preach the word unmixed with
human tradition. Though men have the Bible in
their hands, they do not receive the blessing that
God has placed in it for them. The lord calls upon
His servants to carry His message to the people.
The word of everlasting life must be given to those
who are perishing in their sins.”

Sis. E. G. White states in her book Desire of Ages p 302, “Those who make room in their hearts
for Jesus will realize His love. All who long to
bear the likeness of the Character of God shall
be satisfied. The Holy Spirit never leaves unassisted the soul who is looking unto Jesus. He
takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto him. If the eye is kept fixed on Christ, the
work of the Spirit ceases not until the soul is
conformed to His image. The pure element of
love will expand the soul, giving it a capacity for
higher attainments, for increased knowledge of
heavenly things, so that it will not rest short of
the fullness.”

Today God is counting on His believers who are
filled with the Holy Spirit to carry the gospel of the
Three Angels’ messages to every man, woman,
boy, and girl. Being filled with the Holy Spirit
means being filled with the mission and message of
Jesus Christ. Sometimes we might not fully understand what God is doing through us and in us but
His perfect will is being accomplished in filling us
and filling others. The latter rain is about to be
poured out upon the believers of God in bountiful
measures as the Holy Spirit positions His saints for
His coming. The Three Angels’ messages must be
proclaimed with power and conviction to a world
that doesn’t want to hear it, but it must be proclaimed. Thus the people of God must be filled up
with a dose of the Holy Ghost. They must confuse
the camp of the enemy and the gospel must liberate
the people of God. “Blessed/happy are they that
hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall
be filled.” My prayer is that the last day saints of
God as they feast on the word of God would be
happy and filled with the Holy Spirit as we feed a
hungry world. Amen.

Kingdom dwellers are happy people. Matthew
used the word “blessed”. In the Greek it is
“Makarios” which means happy or happiness. It is
a happiness of character that can only be derived
from Christ. This blessedness or happiness transcends the temporal happiness that comes from the
carnal nature, it is a heavenly happiness. In the
midst of trials and persecution the Holy Spirit lifts
the believer’s spirit in joy and happiness, knowing
that we are suffering for the love of Christ. This
happiness allows the believers to glory in tribulation, which not only endures but conquers the
world, and expects its crown in heaven. Blessed or
happy are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness. Believers are happy knowing that what
they are doing has the stamp of approval of God
upon them. They are satisfied knowing that their
deeds are guided and sanctified by the Spirit of
God.

Kingdom dwellers are filled people. In the book
of Amos 8:11-13, the Bible says, “Behold the days
come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine
in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: And
they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the
north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to
seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it. In
that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint
for thirst.”

Do not curse the well
that quenches your
thirst.

In the book Christ Object Lesson, p 228, Sis. E. G.
White says, “The world is perishing for want of the
gospel. There is a famine for the word of God.
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“The willingness to forgive is a sign of spiritual and
emotional maturity. It is one of the great virtues to
which we all should aspire. Imagine a world filled
with individuals willing both to apologize and to accept an apology. Is there any problem that could
not be solved among people who possessed the humility and largeness of spirit and soul to do either - or both -- when needed?” ― Gordon B. Hinckley
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Blessing on the Merciful
Pastor Guno Emanuelson

Exodus: 34:6,7; Matt. 5:7

A

into the character of God.

The picture gets clearer though, when God actually
passes by Moses an account described in Exodus
34:6,7: “And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering and abounding in goodness and
mercy.”

recent nationwide study by Barna
Group and author Jack Alexander concluded that 83% of Christians do NOT believe that mercy is their individual responsibility,
but rather the responsibility of churches and nonprofits. Yet, when surveyed, the pastors of churches
overwhelmingly thought that the recipients of mercy should be the poor and victims in distress rather
than people who have hurt us or society. By a factor of more than 5:1, pastors and Christians thought
that those who are incarcerated and those who have
wronged us personally were less deserving of their
compassion.

Did God’s acts with His created beings in the past,
substantiate this claim? Can we see evidence of this
attribute with God? Biblical history as well as the
writings of the Spirit of Prophecy give us the proof.
From God’s dealing with the rebellious angels in
heaven, to His handling of Adam and Eve’s sin and
subsequent fall, God has always shown Himself to be
merciful. While God’s grace provides a gift which we
do not deserve, God’s mercy does not give us what
we deserve (i.e. punishment and death). From the
time of the Patriarchs through the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage, we consistently encounter
a merciful and gracious God. Ellen White shares the
following thoughts on this:

Against this background, Jesus’ call in the Beatitudes to be merciful, seems rather out of sync with
the 21st century Christian’s view. Could it be that
because Jesus saw what our attitude would be, that
He promised a blessing on the merciful? What example can we draw from God Himself?
The God of mercy in the Old Covenant
Many years ago, Moses, the meekest (humblest)
man who ever lived, climbed Mount Sinai, to meet
the God of mercy who desired to reiterate the covenant He had made with His people. Moses, a type
of Christ, was so taken up in the time spent in
God’s presence and the relationship they enjoyed,
that he expressed the desire to see the Lord’s face.
To this the Lord promised to make His goodness
pass before Moses and proclaim the name of the
Lord before Him. By this time God had already indicated that He is merciful, using the words: “I will
be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will
have compassion on whom I will have compassion” (Exodus 33:19). This prelude gives us a look
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This time, the same Jesus, albeit in human flesh,
shared the law of the New Covenant with his people. Contrary to Old Testament times, God has revealed Himself in the flesh. He would not write the
law on tablets of stone, but sought to write the law
in their hearts. Rather than simply talking about the
divine attributes, He clearly wanted to elucidate the
precepts of the Decalogue as a portrayal of God’s
character.

“With what confidence had Moses assured the Israelites of the merciful attributes of Jehovah! Often
during the wilderness sojourn he had pleaded with
God in behalf of erring Israel; and the Lord had
spared them. As in the days following the death of
Elisha, when Hazael, king of Syria, was oppressing
Israel, so in their earlier history, the Lord was gracious unto them, and had compassion on them, and
had respect unto them, because of his covenant
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy them, neither cast he them from his presence” (2 Kings 13:23 - (RH March 18, 1915, par.
6).

Ellen White writes about this: “It was Christ who,
amid thunder and flame, had proclaimed the law
upon Mount Sinai. The glory of God, like devouring fire, rested upon its summit, and the mountain
quaked at the presence of the Lord. The hosts of
Israel, lying prostrate upon the earth, had listened in
awe to the sacred precepts of the law. What a contrast to the scene upon the mount of the Beatitudes!
Under the summer sky, with no sound to break the
stillness but the song of birds, Jesus unfolded the
principles of His kingdom. Yet He who spoke to
the people that day in accents of love, was opening
to them the principles of the law proclaimed upon
Sinai” (MB 45.1).

It was upon this knowledge of the long-sufferance
of Jehovah and of his infinite love and mercy, that
Moses based his wonderful plea for the life of Israel when, on the borders of the Promised Land, they
refused to advance in obedience to the command of
God.
At the height of their rebellion, the Lord had declared, “I will smite them with the pestilence, and
disinherit them,” and he had proposed to make of
the descendants of Moses “a greater nation and
mightier than they”( Numbers 14:12). But the
prophet pleaded the marvelous providences and
promises of God in behalf of the chosen nation.
And then, as the strongest of all pleas, he urged the
love of God for fallen man. “I beseech thee,” he
prayed, “let the power of my Lord be great, according as thou hast spoken, saying, the Lord is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity
and transgression... Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of
thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people,
from Egypt even until now” (Verses 17-19).

It appears that whatever Christ would encourage his
followers to exemplify, would be an expression of
His character, and part of the goal in restoring in
man, the image of God.

The God of mercy in the New Covenant
Many years later, Someone else ascended a mountain: Jesus, who as antitype came in fashion as man.
As the apostle Paul would describe Him later in
Philippians 2:6-8, “being in the form of God, did
not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant and coming in the likeness of men.
And being found in the likeness of man humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross.”

Micah 6:8 He hath shewed thee, O
man, what is good; and what doth
the LORD require of thee, but to do
justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God?
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Blessed are the merciful….

“The foundation of Christianity is that, because of
our sin, we all began as enemies of God,” says Alexander. “Yet, in the midst of that, God reached to
us in love and mercy. It is our distinctive duty as
Christians to extend love and mercy to those who
have wronged us and our communities. In Matthew
25, Jesus identifies himself with six categories of
people, including prisoners, when he said, ‘Truly I
tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
We need to have an uncompromised view of those
who deserve mercy.”

Jesus’ words uttered on the mountain, i.e. the Beatitudes, are to instill in men the ideals of the heavenly character. Again Ellen White in the book
Thoughts from the Mount of Blessings writes: “The
merciful are “partakers of the divine nature,” and in
them the compassionate love of God finds expression. All whose hearts are in sympathy with the
heart of Infinite Love will seek to reclaim and not
to condemn. Christ dwelling in the soul is a spring
that never runs dry. Where He abides, there will be
an overflowing of beneficence.” Again she writes:
“The merciful are those who manifest compassion
to the poor, the suffering, and the oppressed.”
Job declares, “I delivered the poor that cried, and
the fatherless, and him that had none to help him.
The blessing of him that was ready to perish came
upon me: and I caused the widow's heart to sing for
joy. I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my
judgment was as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to
the blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was a father
to the poor: and the cause which I knew not I
searched out.” (Job 29:12-16).

May we by God’s help be merciful so that we may
obtain mercy.

The merciful are those
who manifest compassion
to the poor, the suffering,
and the oppressed.

A NOTE ABOUT THE BEAUTITUDES
As something strange and new, these words
fall upon the ears of the wondering multitude.
Such teaching is contrary to all they have ever
heard from priest or rabbi. They see in it nothing to flatter their pride or to feed their ambitious hopes. But there is about this new Teacher a power that holds them spellbound. The
sweetness of divine love flows from His very
presence as the fragrance from a flower. His
words fall like "rain upon the mown grass: as
showers that water the earth." Psalm 72:6. All
feel instinctively that here is One who reads
the secrets of the soul, yet who comes near to
them with tender compassion. Their hearts
open to Him, and, as they listen, the Holy Spirit unfolds to them something of the meaning
of that lesson which humanity in all ages so
needs to learn.
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Blessings on the Pure in Heart
Sister Rose Mary Desir

Matthew 5:6

W

Therefore, to be pure in heart means to be blameless in who we actually are.

hat does it mean to be pure in heart?

There is a fine line between being genuinely pure
and blameless and being a legalist. According to
“Christianity.com” Legalism exists when people
attempt to secure righteousness by good works. Legalists believe that they can earn or merit God’s
approval by performing the requirements of the
law. It was Thomas R. Schreiner who said that a
legalist believes that good works and obedience to
God will earn him salvation. Legalism focuses on
God’s laws outside of a relationship with Him. Legalism keeps external laws without a truly submitted heart. Such an individual cannot be said to be
pure in heart.

According to “Gotquestions.org”, to be pure means
to be clean, blameless, unstained from guilt. The
word can refer specifically to that which is purified
by fire or by pruning. Matthew 3:11 indicates that
Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Malachi 3:2 speaks of the Messiah as being like a
“refiner’s fire”. In John 15:1-17, Jesus refers to
believers as being the branches and to Himself as
being the vine. For a vine to produce fruit, it must
be pruned. Those who are truly “pure” then, are
those who have been declared innocent because of
the work of Jesus and are being sanctified by His
refining fire and His pruning.

As indicated earlier, purity can be achieved either
by pruning or by fire. The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines pruning as cutting off or cutting
back parts of a plant for better shape or more fruitful growth. The pruning knife is painful, but without it, growth would be stunted. The Christian
should not complain when trials come, knowing
that the trying of our faith works patience. It is
when trials are sore that we are closest to God just
as the farmer is closest to the tree during the process of pruning.

Let us look at the word “heart”. This can be applied to the physical heart. But it also refers to the
spiritual centre of life. It is where thoughts, desires,
sense of purpose, will, understanding, and character
reside.
The Bible authors give the word a much broader
meaning than modern languages attribute to it today. We usually link the heart with emotions but in
the Bible, it designates the inward man, the intimate, hidden area of the being, the center of emotions, and the intellect. From the heart good and
evil thoughts issue, and in it resolutions take shape
that determine human destiny.
"When Jesus speaks of the new heart, He means the
mind, the life, the whole being." Ellen G. White
Comments, SDA Bible Commentary, vol.4, p.
1164.
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ed of a simple yet profound story. A family bought
a house. A few weeks later, they noticed a black
spot on the ceiling. As the days went by, the spot
got bigger and bigger until it was so unsightly that
they bought some paint and painted it. Sometime
later, it was back so one more time they painted it.
This did not stop it. It was just a matter of time before it came back every time it was painted. Eventually, the family decided to get to the heart of the
matter. They found someone who could get on the
roof and figure out what was the problem. To their
surprise, there was a leak in the roof. Every time it
rained the water would settle on that spot causing
mildew and discoloration. After the leak was fixed,
the problem disappeared.
This is very much like the unregenerated heart. We
must surrender completely and allow God to make
us over. Purity is demanded not only in the outward
life, but in the secret intents and emotions of the
heart. In other words, purity of heart is not something we acquire by making superficial efforts on
our own. It comes with making a total and complete surrender to God thus giving Him permission
to take away our stony old heart and give us a new
heart, a pure heart. Painting over our old habits will
not do.

Pruning by fire is beautifully illustrated in the book
“The Coming of the Comforter” by Leroy Froom.
It says that in old Dalmatia, houses are made of bituminous limestone which is soft and easy to cut
and shape. However, the finished house is uninhabitable because of the strong odor of bitumen.
To purify it, the building is set on fire. The fire
sucks the bitumen from the pores of the saturated
stone until everything combustible passes away in
gas and smoke and then the fire flickers and dies
for lack of fuel. The finished house now smells
sweet and clean and has the appearance of white
marble. If later it were to be in the midst of a fire,
it would not burn as there is nothing combustible
left.
This house represents each one of us. We are
plagued by the bitumen of sin. The only escape
route is to be baptized by fire so that all our dross is
consumed and our hearts made pure. This will
make us fireproof against the day that will burn like
an oven.
The passage under consideration indicates that the
pure in heart will see God. Seeing that the heart of
man is naturally deceitful and desperately wicked,
(Jeremiah 17:9), how does one get to the purity
necessary to see God? To understand the wickedness of man’s heart a little better, just take a look at
some recent news headlines from around the world:

Blessed are the pure in
heart; how will people
believe that, unless we
ourselves are worshipping the living God until our own hearts are
set on fire and
scorched through with
His purity?

1.
2.
3.
4.

Identical triplets jailed for same crime
When Law Enforcement Lacks Humanity
TSU Constable robbed of motorcycle
Only Months on the job, prison officer
gunned down
5. Beloved taxi driver shot dead at the wheel
while driving
6. Witness says she was raped over and over
7. Woman sentenced for killing daughters who
got in the way of her social life
These are just a few. No matter what county or
combination of countries you check, the news is
basically the same. This sounds like a description
of the Antediluvian world. Genesis 6:5: “And God
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually.”
So how does one receive a pure heart? I am remind-

N. T. Wright
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will certainly experience a greater joy in our lives
when we have confessed our sins, drawn near to
God, and seek to live His way rather than ours. We
will "see God" in the sense that we can more clearly understand His plans for our lives and walk in a
way that pleases Him.

We need a complete makeover which God alone
can give. Being pure in heart involves having singleness of heart toward God. A pure heart has no
hypocrisy, no guile, no hidden motives. The pure
heart is marked by transparency and an uncompromising desire to please God in all things. It is more
than external purity of behavior; it is internal purity
of soul. Jesus was not referring to ceremonial purity but rather inward cleanness, purity of motives.
"Those with pure hearts have forsaken sin as a ruling principle in the life, and their lives are without
reserve consecrated to God. ... To be 'pure in heart'
does not mean that one is absolutely sinless, but it
does mean that his motives are right, that by the
grace of Christ he has turned his back on past mistakes and that he is pressing toward the mark of
perfection in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-15 - SDA
Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 327).

When we are pure in heart, we will be closer to
God than if we live impure lives. It also means salvation eventually. The Christian’s noblest and highest aspiration is to see God for himself and live in
His presence for eternity.
"The Bible is an unerring guide. It demands perfect
purity in word, in thought, and in action. Only virtuous and spotless characters will be permitted to
enter the presence of a pure and holy God." - Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 312.
"The pure in heart live as in the visible presence of
God during the time He apportions them in this
world. And they will also see Him face to face in
the future, immortal state, as did Adam when he
walked and talked with God in Eden." - Thoughts
From the Mount of Blessing, page 45.

When we have achieved purity of heart, a blessing
awaits us. We shall see God. The Bible says in
Exodos 33:20 that no man can see God and live.
The seeing therefore refers to a better understanding of God and seeing Him work in our lives. We

February 26 to
April 3
Pray for its
Success!
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Jesus loves them and that they can be the recipients of God’s matchless grace and become disciple makers themselves.

16:33

“I have said these things to you, that in me
you may have peace. In the world you will
have tribula!on. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
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Blessing on the Peace Makers
Dr. Wayne Knowles

Matthew 5:6

A

nd the winner is _________________ !
Each year the Nobel Peace Prize is
awarded to one person who has done the most or
the best work for a major, internationally recognised “peace initiative.” This annual award was
started in 1901 through the last will of the Swedish
inventor and businessman, Alfred Nobel. Since
then, each year, hundreds of people have been nominated but ONLY one person or group gets the
price. Yes, ONLY ONE person gets the prize.

I therefore declare to you, that the greatest blessing
that anyone of us can have in this life is to be at
peace with God! When we are at peace with God,
we have eternal live!! When we are at peace with
God, we live in God’s favour! When we are at
peace with God, we will become peacemakers!!

The peace prize is such a prestigious international
prize that many persons celebrate the fact that they
have been nominated, even though the nomination
means nothing.

Yes!! You may not have much money in the bank;
you may not have the greatest education; you may
not have the greatest life story, but now, by accepting Jesus, not only do you have peace in Jesus, but
you will become a peacemaker for Him. Jesus said
to His disciples: Peace I leave with you, My peace I
give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid (John 14: 27).

In your lifetime, you may never be nominated for a
Nobel Peace Prize, but there is a bigger and better
“peace prize” that you are nominated for. It’s a
peace prize that everyone can win, and everyone
should win. This peace prize is of far greater value
than anything money can buy. It’s above the pay
grade of Mr Alfred Nobel and Mr Bill Gates. This
‘Peace Prize” is called Salvation in Christ.

So, whoever you are today; whatever sins you may
have committed; you are NOMINATED by Jesus
for the greatest peace prize of all time - Salvation in
Jesus. Once you accept this nomination, you become peaceful! You become a peacemaker!

This is how it works. Our sins made us enemies of
God, but Jesus’ death on the cross of Calvary paid
the price for our sins. Now, anyone who accepts
Jesus as his personal Lord and Saviour is at peace
with God. Hallelujah! Jesus is our Peace Maker.
Hallelujah!! Jesus is indeed our Prince of Peace
(Isaiah 9:6).
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In Matthew chapter 5, as Jesus sat on a mountain,
He shared some very important kingdom lessons
with His disciples. Many Bible scholars refer to
these kingdom principles as the beatitudes. According to some dictionaries, beatitudes mean ‘supreme
blessings’. Therefore, without contradiction, the
blessings we get from being in a relationship with
God are extremely high-class. They are truly out of
this world.

they will be conserved and preserved in the kingdom of God.

There are eight of these, out-of-this-world, blessings in Matthew 5. The seventh of these eight blessings is conferred on peacemakers. Yes, Jesus said
to his disciples, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God’ (Matthew 5:8).
What a blessing it is, for me to be called a child of
God. But what a supreme blessing it is for me to be
called a child of God way into the future.

The third thing that we may learn from this passage
under consideration, is that one becomes a peacemaker and a child of God at the same time. In John
1:12, we read, “But as many as received him, to
them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name.” This means
that one becomes a child of God at the time they
accept Christ as their Savior. Without a doubt, the
new believer now finds peace with God and is on a
path to making peace with others. My strong suggestion, beloved, is that, according to Scripture,
peace-making is evidence that one’s relationship is
being preserved and maintained with God. It’s evidence of spiritual maturity.

Think about it saints of God. When you are a child
of God, you have won the greatest peace prize of
all time. This means that you have riches beyond
measure. In return, God wants you to show others
how they too can win this prize; how they too can
live in peace with God. Let them know that God is
ready, willing and able to make peace with them.
In Luke 15, the prodigal son returned to a peaceful
encounter with His father. As a son (a child of God)
he gained the highest status that a son could ever
receive when he was given the best robe (v.22). As
a son (a child of God) he gained the highest authority over all his father’s goods when he received his
signet ring (v.22). As a son (a child of God) he
gained unlimited access to all that belongs to the
father (v. 22). This is the true picture of what it
means to be a child of God. The child of God is
blessed beyond measure.

Hence, in Matthew 5, Jesus is relating the outcome
of the peacemaker’s life beyond the conversion period. Jesus said, the peacemaker ‘will be’ called a
child of God. Now that’s a future event. That is an
outcome of the believer’s life.
Saints of God, because of sin, the world is in conflict with God and the people in the world are in
conflict with one another. God is therefore depending on us who have experienced the supreme blessing of divine peace in our hearts, to model peace in
our homes, peace in our church, and peace in our
communities.

Saints of God, God is longing for you to make
peace with your friends, with your family and with
your community. According to Matthew 5:9, God
wants you to share this great news with them. He
wants you to become peacemakers.

We know that conflict is inevitable because of sin.
We know that problems are multiplying because of
sin. We know that the world around us is in turmoil: our homes, our schools and our communities.
We also know that what the world needs today is a
church that understands that it is important to baptize, but even more important to maintain those we
have baptized. We are to produce long-standing
children of God. We are to produce peacemakers.

Here is a point to consider. Our passage for emphasis in Matthew 5 declared, Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God
(Matthew 5:8). When Jesus says, ‘will be’ He is
speaking of your future. Peacemakers have secure
futures with God. This is great news! This is a great
blessing. Blessed are the peacemakers indeed!
The second thing we can learn about peacemakers
from Matthew 5:9 is that a secured future is tantamount to conservation. Someone is conserved when
he has weathered the storms and challenges of life
successfully. Just like with a plant, we know that a
child of God is conserved when he has matured and
is producing the right fruits. Jesus said peacemakers
shall be called children of God. This means that
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their lives.

In this world, peacemakers often times stand alone,
yet, God stands with them. Often times, they are
disowned by others, yet, God calls them His children. Peacemakers do not follow the earthly crowd
or crown, because they know that the King of the
universe is their father. They know that God owns
the disowned and He delivers all of His Children.

Horatio immediately set sail for England. When the
ship was passing over the spot where the shipwreck
had occurred, Horatio thought about his daughters.
Words of comfort and hope filled his heart and
mind. He wrote them down, and they have since
become a well-beloved hymn:

One of the blessings on the peacemaker is that he
can see through the troubles. The peacemaker sees
light at the end of the tunnel. The peacemaker sees
life in the midst of death. The peacemaker sees
hope in the midst of despair. The peacemaker prioritizes the satisfaction of his soul over everything
else.

When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to know
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Maybe we cannot always say that everything is
well in all aspects of our lives. Storms and tragedies
surround us. But with faith in a loving God and
with trust in His mercy and grace, we can confidently say, “It is well, it is well with my soul.”

Horatio Spafford was such a peacemaker for God.
Horatio was a successful attorney and real estate
investor who lost a fortune in the great Chicago fire
of 1871. Around the same time, his beloved fouryear-old son died of scarlet fever. After this tragic
loss, he sent his wife and four daughters on a ship
to England. However, while crossing the Atlantic
Ocean, the ship wrecked and his four daughters lost

What a blessing it is for every child of God to be at
peace with God and be called peacemakers. Are
you a peacemaker?

1. General Conference Session..
2. SVG Mission Session..
3. Caribbean Union Session..
4. North Caribbean Conference Session..
5. East Caribbean Conference Session..
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Blessing on the Persecuted and
Slandered
Pastor Wilmoth James

Text: 1 Peter 4:12-19; Matthew 5: 10-12

T

years, Christians not only expected persecution, but
they also embraced it. The beatitude "blessed are the
persecuted" is three times longer than the others. Jesus continued, "Blessed, are you when people insult
you, persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for, in the same
way, they persecuted the prophets who were before
you" (Matt. 5:11).
Imagine for a moment receiving a visit from a church
leader who offers you a church position and informs
you that you would be tortured, ridiculed continuously, ignored, criticized, and slandered. Would you
think such a calling came from Christ? The Apostle
Paul, in the book of Hebrews, described a similar perspective shared by faithful members of the past who
gladly followed and suffered for God. He states, "…
others were tortured and refused to be released so that
they might gain a better resurrection. Some faced
jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and
put in prison. They were stoned; they were sawed in
two; they were put to death by the sword. They went
about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated—the world was not worthy of
them" (Heb. 11:35-38).

ake a few minutes and reflect on the day
you decided to become a Christian. Can
you remember the joy that filled your heart when you
stepped out of the sea or the baptismal water? Do
you recall having any concern that persecution might
come your way? My friend, I wish I could promise
you that your walk with Christ would be filled with
nostalgia. On the contrary, I must caution you that
most Christians, in an abstract sense, know that persecution is part of the deal. Jesus promised that the
Christian walk would be challenging. Yes, the way
of the cross is the way of life, putting together two
contradictory ideas — death (the cross) and life (not
death).
Researchers at the Center of Global study for Human
Rights report that "every five minutes a Christian
dies for his faith in one or another part of the world,
and every year more than a hundred thousand Christians die a violent death." Yet, the biblical mandate
compels us to carry the word of God to every corner
of the globe. In a religiously correct culture, our
faith is challenged daily. Shrieks of "Blasphemy!"
and "Anti-Christian bias!" fill the airwaves and cyberspace against Christian witnessing in some countries where the gospel of Jesus Christ must be carried
for finished work. The question comes to us: Should
we witness in an area where our lives are at high-risk
for persecution? The biblical response is found in
Matthew 24:14, "…and this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come."
From the onset, Christians experienced persecution.
Our faith was founded, after all, on Jesus Christ, who
was falsely accused, who experienced a sheer miscarriage of justice, who was wrongly imprisoned, and
was wrongfully executed. For the first few hundred
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The moral is clear. When an individual decides to
follow Christ wholeheartedly, that decision will
never be a calling for the faint of heart. The calling
goes out to men and women of every age and descent to be courageous, and more specifically to the
members of the remnant to "run with perseverance
the race marked out for us" (Heb. 12:1 NIV).

around the world today, or in the pitiful, painful, broken relationships that are associated with being a
Christian in a secularized Western society. Persecution for the believer is also associated with members
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church who refuse to
work on the Sabbath, a stance that may appear to restrict their career opportunities or prospects for pro-

As Christ was hated without cause, so will His people be hated because they
are obedient to the commandments of God. If He who was pure, holy, and undefiled, who did good and only good in our world, was treated as a base criminal and condemned to death, His disciples must expect but similar treatment,
however faultless may be their life and blameless their character. Maranatha
Pg. 195
motion. Christians do not choose the battles through
which they would receive blessings; rather, it is a divine perspective that moves by unseen hands that
brings the believer to his time of trials and persecution
intended to perfect him for blessings and honor.
For more than three and a half decades in ministry, I
have witnessed many of God's "called-out ones" bear
the brunt of intense trials and persecution, yet remain
faithful to their God as members of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Within the Caribbean Union is
thousands of Christians who have stories to tell, how
they had to suffer horrendous trials for the cause of
Christ, but who remained faithful through their afflictions. Please permit me to share with you the story of
one faithful believer from the island of St. Kitts.
In 1979, when Mrs. Ada Bowry gave her heart to
Christ and became a member of the SDA Church in St
Kitts ten months after her marriage, never in her wildest dreams did she know what her journey would be
like or the cross she would have to carry in her determination to remain focused "on the prize of the high
calling set before her." Her nine-year-old daughter
Icilma was also baptized but when Icilma had told her
mother that she wanted to be baptized also, Mrs.
Bowry thought that Icilma's decision was premature
because of her age. She was convinced that Icilma
merely wanted to follow suit because of her love and
respect for her. However, the Holy Spirit convicted
Mrs. Bowry, and she permitted her daughter to be
baptized.

A DIVINE PERSPECTIVE
Allow me to take you to a hillside in Judea, where a
spirited conversation is going on with Jesus, His
disciples, and thousands of folks from surrounding
villages of Judea. As you listen in, the conversation
is not a divine "To-Do-List”, neither is it a list of
commandments. Instead, it is a descriptive pronouncement from heaven's vantage point, offering
hope to present human realities that His hearers
were experiencing in their lives. The meek, the
peacemaker, the hungry, the merciful, the mourning, and yes, even the persecuted are all considered
blessed by God.
Christ is saying in this discourse that those who are
persecuted because of their relationship with Him
are truly blessed. Christ's followers today, who are
consistent with the experience of the faith's heroes
recorded in sacred history (Heb. 11), will be called
to endure physical, emotional, and spiritual distress
in their quest to honor God and His kingdom. Yet
almost ironically, for their trials and troubles, understand that temporal and most certainly eternal
blessings are guaranteed. Those who suffer persecution today are not the first and won't be the last,
but they can take comfort in knowing they are not
alone in their sufferings. We are connected to a
"great cloud of witnesses”.
Persecution for the sake of the gospel of Jesus is for
every believer, whether these believers are in intense waves as in the areas of Islamic tension, civil
unrest, political upheavals seen in many countries
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when others revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were bef
ore you." (Matthew 5:10-11, ESV)

Her decision to follow Christ through the biblical
principles of the SDA Church was never welcomed
by her rivalrous, alcoholic husband. Church attendance was made difficult. Her stewardship of treasure and talent to God were met with verbal counteraction, and there were threats of the withdrawal of
financial support by a family member living
abroad. The same year of their baptism, Mrs. Bowry's nine-year-old daughter, Icilma, was tragically
killed by an uncontrolled vehicle that rushed into
their property while Icilma was playing in the yard.
There is one thing that has consoled Mrs. Bowry
throughout the years, and that is the Blessed Hope.
Her forty-year walk as a Seventh-day Adventist
Christian was filled with many unpleasant circumstances, but her faith in God was never shaken. On
May 8, 2019, the Lord called Mrs. Ada Bowry to
rest. She died with her faith strong in the Lord because she never lost sight of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus. To understand the divine perspective of God in the circumstances like this is to experience His hands in all of our trials, knowing that
His ultimate plan will never be abated if we follow
the path He sets before us.

There is no escape from the intense pressures and
stresses in this life, but there is peace when we put
God into the picture. The Apostle Peter wrote to a
group of suffering Christians with words of encouragement. This is what he said "…after you have
suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish
you" (1 Peter 5:10). The suffering is temporary, in
contrast, and comparison to the eternal glory that is
in store for the believer. We can rejoice to know
that suffering is for a short time, but out of the suffering comes blessings that cannot be obtained any
other way.

As a people, we must learn to praise God through
all the changing scenes of life. Yes, we can praise
Him for increased paychecks, scores of baptisms, a
new home, or health restoration. But don't neglect
to praise Him for cancer, for the car crash, the foreclosure, loss of career opportunities, or for not ensuring the employment opportunity by your refusal
to work on Sabbath. In these situations, it is often
hard to give God the glory, but when fully consecrated to God's will, no matter what we face, He
will resolve everything to His glory. People will
notice something is different about us: "wonderful
peace! … indefinable confidence! …a transfixing
reflection of God's character!... a radiant hope that
something better is on its way.

Joseph in Prison a blessed Child of God

“Persecution for Christians is not a
possibility, it's a promise, it's not a
maybe, it's a surely! Following Jesus
can mean finding the trouble you've
been looking for!”

BLESSINGS OUT OF SUFFERING
In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus was quick to
mention the blessings that would come to all who
experienced suffering, slander, and persecution for
His sake.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness' sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you

― Kingsley Opuwari Manuel
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quickening grace, pardoning grace, cleansing grace,
believing grace, sustaining grace, and sovereign
grace. The God of all grace has a storehouse that
never runs out. Out of that constant supply of saving and sanctifying grace, God does a marvelous
work in us. His goal is to "perfect" us.

The questions come to us: What attitude should the
persecuted believer possess? Is a persecuted believer expected to be happy? The answer is, "yes."
He is blessed! Why? Jesus has promised the kingdom of heaven, consolation, satisfaction, and the
title "child of God" to all who suffer for His name's
sake. Clearly, persecution itself cannot be a cause
for rejoicing for those who suffer. The apostles did
not glory in the furnace, trials, or tribulations. Persecution has no value as a meritorious experience.
The happiness of the persecuted Christian has its
source in Christ. Though reviled, persecuted, or
falsely accused "for my sake," we remain happy in
Jesus. (Luke 21:12). Ellen White states, "As men
seek to come into harmony with God, they will find
that the offense of the cross has not ceased. Principalities and powers and wicked spirits in high places are arrayed against all who yield obedience to
the law of heaven. Therefore, so far from causing
grief, persecution should bring joy to the disciples
of Christ, for it is evidence that they are following
in the steps of their Master." --Thoughts from the
Mount of Blessing, pp. 29, 30.

Suffering will produce a solid foundation for spiritual growth. We gain new strength by wrapping
ourselves around the Lord. He gives us the strength
to bear up under incredible suffering. When we depend upon God's grace, our suffering will glorify
God. The Christian learns to face life with the sense
that God is all he really needs.
Paul, for example, was a man who was incredibly
familiar with persecution. He was chased out of
cities, thrown into jail, and threatened with death,
but he didn't resent that treatment … instead, he
chose to see it as something that was developing his
spiritual strength. He said, "But we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to
shame" (Romans 5:3-5, ESV).

This may be hard to accept, but persecution for God
reaps bounteous blessings. God has a way of
equipping believers for His service through suffering. In Job 23:10, the Bible states: "But He knows
the way I take; When He has tried me, I shall come
forth as gold." Paul says in Philippians 3:8: "Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ." He
strengthens character in the fires of pressure. "After
you have suffered for a little while," indicates that
blessings come only after we submit to the refiner's
fire. We cannot disregard suffering.

Persecution is like a refining fire, forcing us to rely
on the Lord for everything. It makes you ask yourself, "Am I really willing to die for this?" You must
complete the hard choice to believe in the Lord and
to love others, even when they are hurting you.
Thankfully, it isn't all up to you. No! It is for the
sake of Christ. In 2 Corinthians, Paul says, "For the
sake of Christ, then I am content with weaknesses,
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For
when I am weak, then I am strong" (2 Corinthians
12:10, ESV). It is in our weakness that God can
demonstrate His power. Therefore, when we suffer
persecution, we can lean on the Lord and know that
He will get us through whatever comes.

Brethren, take comfort in your suffering. God will
give us the grace to meet every situation in life.
(Heb. 4:16) The standing invitation remains,
"Come unto Me all you that are weary and heavyladen." Come you who are persecuted for righteousness sake; come you who are weary, tired,
hurting; come you who are suffering for the cause
of Christ; come you who are ravaged by a terrible
disease. God gives us His strength to meet the demands of life. He is the God of all grace—

God has a way of
equipping believers for
His service through
suffering.
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What is the difference between happiness and
blessedness?

Let me remind you that as persecution grows, so
does the church; that's a blessing. In his letter to the
church of Philippi, Paul writes, "I want you to
know, brothers, that what has happened to me has
really served to advance the gospel" (Philippians
1:12, ESV). He goes on to share that the entire imperial guard knows that he is imprisoned for his
faith and that it is making an incredible difference.
Rather than crushing the church, persecution was
causing other believers to become bolder. The
church was growing, just like it did in the book of
Acts. Paul remembered that time well. After all, he
was present on the day that Stephen was stoned for
his faith. The believers scattered that day, but they
did not stop preaching the gospel. What was supposed to have destroyed the church only made it
spread further, and the same is true today. Persecution is a terrible and scary thought; however, we
serve a God who brings beauty from ashes and
strength from weakness.

How do you endure the wrong treatment without
becoming bitter?
What are some injustices or misunderstandings that
cannot be remedied?
What should be your response to suffering?
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The Master indicates the place of the reward.
"Great is your reward in heaven." Only in the kingdom of heaven will the redeemed receive the reward that the Lord has prepared for them. I appeal
to you at this moment, regardless of your present
circumstances or crisis, pressures or pain, sufferings or sorrow, failures or frustrations, danger or
disease, memories or misery, temptations or trials,
problems or persecutions, burdens or brokenness,
as you evaluate them all in your own life or in the
world right around you, or in your marriage or family, meditate on this question: "What is the Lord
teaching you about Himself?"
Remember that your situation is temporary compared to eternity. In the closing chapters of the final
book of the Bible, God makes a beautiful promise
to all of us: "And God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for
the former things have passed away" (Rev.21.3). In
the midst of our pain here on earth, we must never
forget that earth is not our final destination. There
will be an eternal blessing for all of God's redeemed children.
Amen!

THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:
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E. G. White on Prayer
pouring of the Holy Spirit. But this can be accomplished only as we pray individually and
collectively. When God's people pray earnestly, sincerely, individually, and collectively,
God will answer. Great things will happen in
and among God's people. And the world will
feel the impact as the Holy Spirit comes to
equip and empower His people. Pr 3.5

The Scriptures admonish us to “pray without
ceasing.” This does not mean that we are to
spend all of our time on our knees in formal
prayer. It does mean that we must live and
serve our Lord in the atmosphere of prayer. Pr
3.1
Prayer is the channel of communication between our souls and God. God speaks to us
through His word; we respond to Him through
our prayers, and He always listens to us. We
cannot weary or burden Him by our frequent
heart to heart communications. Pr 3.2

We believe this book will find a ready reception among people of all backgrounds. As we
read the selections from Ellen G. White on the
vital subject of prayer, we will find our hearts
strangely and warmly stirred. These messages
We have come to serious times. Events in our
will hit home to our souls. Conviction on
world call upon every follower of Christ to be
many points expressed will find lodgment in
totally in earnest in our relationship with God.
our hearts, evoking an echoing response to
To strengthen this relationship and satisfy our
emotional and spiritual needs, we must learn measure up to God's call to a deeper and
the power of prayer. We must plead with the
Lord, like the disciples of old, saying, “Lord,
teach us to pray.” Pr 3.3
That God is willing and ready to hear and to
respond to our heartfelt prayers under all circumstances is profoundly reassuring. He is a
loving Father who is interested both when
things are going well and when the vicissitudes of life deal us devastating, tough, and
terrible blows. When we feel like crying out,
“God, where are You?” It is good to know that
He is just a prayer away. Pr 3.4
One writer has said, “More things are wrought
by prayer than this world dreams of.” It is also
true of the church. “A revival of true Godliness
among us is the greatest and most urgent of
all our needs. To seek this should be our first
work” (Selected Messages 1:121). God will do
things for us when we pray that He will not do
if we do not pray (The Great Controversy,
525). We acknowledge that we need the out40

EVEN ME
Lord, I hear of show’rs of blessing
Thou art scatt’ring full and free,
Show’rs the thirsty land refreshing;
Let some drops now fall on me. Even me, even me,
Let some drops now fall on me.
2
Pass me not, O gracious Father!
Sinful though my heart may be;
Thou might’st leave me, but the rather
Let Thy mercy fall on me.
3
Pass me not, O tender Savior!
Let me love and cling to Thee;
I am longing for Thy favor;
While Thou’rt calling, call for me.
4
Pass me not, O Lord, the Spirit!
Thou canst make the blind to see;
By the Witness of Thy merit,
Speak the word of power to me.
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Singspiration
Prayer
Welcome
Special Music
Gem
Offering (Poor, Education—Please Specify)
Theme Song (Lord Transform me)
Sermon
Hymn
Congregational Prayer (In groups of two)
Closing Song
Benediction
The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any
declared that the divine influence of His Spirit was to
race. Christ decla
be with His followers
unto the end. From the Day of Pentecost to
foll
the present time
time, the Comforter has been sent to all who have
yielded themselves
fully to the Lord and to His service. To all
themse
who have accep
accepted Christ as a personal Saviour, the Holy Spirit
has come as a counselor, sanctifier, guide, and witness. The
believers have walked with God, the more clearly
more closely bel
have they testified of their Redeemer's love and of
and powerfully h
His saving grace. The men and women who through the long centuries of persecution and trial enjoyed a large measure of the presence
of the Spirit in their lives, have stood as signs and wonders in
world. Before angels and men they have revealed the
the wo
transforming power of redeeming love. AA pg. 5
transf
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Evangelist and his team.
The leadership for the ten (10) fields
The Pastors managing the sites.
The Bible workers in each field.
The support of the leaders and members of
the churches.
6. The visitors attending and viewing the Impact.
7. The technical teams across our union.
8. The musicians and singers.
9. Financial blessing for the staging of the
program.
10.The kindness of the authorities to the
preaching of the gospel.
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There is power in
prayer!
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